Penn State Student Mentors Needed for

2007 Great Solar Car Challenge!![image: image1.png]



Since 2003, Penn State’s College of Engineering has teamed up with KidTech and nearby middle schools for the Great Solar Car Challenge….where kids design, build and race model solar/battery powered cars for fun and prizes. This year’s Great Solar Car Challenge is on May 18, 2007.  

What happens:

1. In February, teams of students from six middle schools get a solar car kit (solar panel, motor, 9V battery snap, gears, axle) and basic instruction on how to design an build a small car powered by either sunlight or battery.

2. In February and March, volunteers travel to the schools to work with the students and teachers – providing demos on how gears reduce/increase workloads, how solar panels work, etc.

3. NEW FOR 2007….this is where YOU can help……
We need Penn State students to provide guidance and suggestions to middle school students on how to build a solar/battery powered car that actually runs, drives straight and (ideally) is fast.

Step 1:  Come to a Solar Car Mentor Session on Saturday, March 31 from 10-noon in 312 Hammond Building.  We’ll provide the same solar car kit that we provide the middle school students…so you see the challenges of building the car, too. This session is optional, but suggested… it’s fun!!  FOOD PROVIDED!!
Step 2:  Middle school students come to Penn State to get great advice from you! 

Solar Car Build Event #1: Friday April 13th 12:30 – 2 p.m.   Kunkle Lounge

Solar Car Build Event #2: Friday April 20th 12:30 – 2 p.m.   Kunkle Lounge

Please come for whatever part of this time window you can.,...we understand that you may have class so you can’t mentor the full 90 minutes.  Please let us know what time you can help.
So why do this?  Four reasons:

1. This activity introduces middle school students to basic engineering design and design tradeoffs…… skills they don’t get in school.
2. Building stuff is amazingly refreshing and a great change of pace… for you, too!
3. Looks good on your resume.

4. Can make a difference in what a middle schooler considers fun, rewarding and cool.

5. Be a real-live role model to a middle school girl or boy.

Questions or to sign up:  Contact Liz Kisenwether at 863-1531 or exk13@psu.edu. Please get in touch with me before Spring break (March 9) so we have an idea of interest. 
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